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Ta Proprietor 3 Renters "of this 
Theatre, ſupported by the declared 
wiſhes of upwards of ten thouſand inha- 
bitants of its vicinity, have approached 
Parliament for the object ſtated in the title 
of this Caſe. To form a fair opinion f 
their claim, it ſhould be conſidered that 
the Royalty Theatre is above three miles 
diſtant from either of the winter theatres, 
and near four from Mr. Colman's, in the 
Haymarket: and that, for two or three 
miles farther eaſtward of the Royalty © 
Theatre, there are extremely populous 
diſtricts and villages, the reſiants in which 
are deprived, by their diſtance, from almoſt 
ever participating in the drama's rational 
| entertainment, indeed, they may be ſaid 


% 
* 4 
| 4 ] . 
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to be wholly without the means of inno- 
cent relaxations. The eſtabliſhment of 
well-regulated t theatres in an immenſe me- 
tropolis i is admitted to be one of the en- 
gines of a ſound policy; and the object 
of that policy is ſurely beſt promoted by 
7 1 them ſo apart, as with convenience 
© An Wort ine picküre⸗ 6p Tetzular manners, y 
to * the leſſons of virtue, and de- 
baſe the acts of 1 
5 Peeling thus of the mannered tage; o the 
5 Eaſtern . have aſked Fe one. ie Ter 


* + + ©. £ 


25 now. be — that 3 5 85 the Patent 


Theatres in Drury-Lane and Coyent-Gar- 
den, nor even Mr. Colman's leſs perma: 
nent eſtabliſhment in the Haymarket, will 
receive the leaſt injury from a W 
grant to the Royalty Theatre. 
We will firſt take up the end adios 
of the Patent Theatres: and perhaps the 
belt mode of doing this will be, by laying 
| open. the correſpondence which . paſſed 
between Mr. Steel (who is the proprietor 
of the Royalty by mae Mr, e 
| and Mr. Harris. To tit l 


9 


| TT 


Before the petitions were preſented to 
Parliament, Mr. . Steel (under the advice, 
of His friends) waited on Mr. Sheridan; 
and it is to a converſation, which then 
paſſed, that Mr. Steel alludes in the fol- 
lowing letter, which was written and ſent : 

aſter the petitions were received by the 


Houle . of Commons, 3 e to 5 | 


FS. 11343 


committee. 1277 Jo ine 461 inne 

. . . pr WA a 3 * hh 18. 22 

9111 Conduit Stres &, Ha: ter Square, 1 1794 
3 


The petitions for * Roy ay Tele 7 were on 
Tueſday laſt received by the Houſe of Commons, 
and referred to a committee. Entruſted as I am 10 
obtain, if poſſible, the wiſhes of the publie in that 
vicinity; and to act for the body of Renters, I tcuſt 
you will think theſe duties would be a ſufficient apo- 
logy for-again urging a plea in favour of that Thea- 
3 had not 0 elf A een intereſt at 

We. 1 $4 5 
+ You, have vety candidly fold we, that oppoliton 
to our prayer is felf- defence in you, becauſe it is the 
ſettled opinion of yourſelf and others intereſted in 
the two winter Theatres, that, if once your monopoly 
is broken through, your Ronny would Wes in ern | 
at feaſt one-third. keen "OIL 
"Give me leave has to repeat, that we ea only u for 
four ſummer months, and thoſe. are the months f in 


A he dc ol * — — 2 — — — — — —— - — 


1% 


"rs 7 and S are unem- 


-ployed. Is it not therefore evident that the Royalty 
Theatre would abſtain from an invaſion, of that mo 
nopoly with the moſt diſtant reſerve | ? I forbear to 
argue at length upon the ſubjett: your abilities can 
with greater facility, and more advantageouſly to me, 
| anticipate every favourable obſervation : I will ra- 
ther, endeavour to gueſs at Teal N and apply 
myſelf to them. 32 
If your oppoſition ſhould proceed not from 2 


1 _convittion that the grant of a mere ſummer ſeaſon 


4 , would affect the winter, Theatres, but from a ſurmiſe 
that our whole wiſh is not revealed, and that we may | 
hereafter apply for a Winter Theatre, give me leave 

5 to, remove this ſource of alarm. I will enter into an 


engagement, for myſelf and my aſſigno, in an form, 
and under any penalty, that the Royalty Theatre 


hall never be ſo employed. a 
I wiſh to be underſtood as willing to bind myſelf 
wv this in the moſt. une vaſive manner. 


But, if no conceſſions on the part of the Proprie- | 
- tary in Well-Street will be accepted by che Patentecs 
+ of the Winter Theatres, and an oppoſition, appa- 
* rently. without reaſon, be reſolved. on; ſuch intereſi 
as I, an obfcure individual, can make, 1 muſt; I muſt 
addreſs myſelf to the impartial and unconnected mem. | 
hers of the Houſe. of Commons; and Jay the. grounds 
of our petition before the public. It is an unplea- 
. od, l it is an expenſive ons ; but, being 
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* BY © bluſh. of thin things! it might have been formed. 
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8 Si. 1.45 nie dt no goed 


| the Sth inſt. 1 did myſelf the honor of calling on 


a | tune to find you at home. 


| negatives an agreement with my propoſitions, ſimi- 
nsr to thoſe which I communicated to. you. 
not bear from Kev in che courſe of this day, I wut 


1 
the unwilling proprietor of the Royalty Theatre, 1 
muſt endeavour to ſecure my l by all honor- 


able means. 
1 requeſt permilen to wait on you on Tueſday 


morning, to know your final determination; which, 
on re-conſidetation, I am willing to hope, will be 
more facile to the wiſhes of the. petitioners, than on 
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. have the Nane to be, 


| 
var? 555 1 
Tour _ obedient humble Servant. 

. STEEL. | 


5 13 1 
N 35 63: io” 1 1 a 


R. 3. Sheridan, Et. 1 P. 1 5 . 


T6 this : letter Mr. Steel received no 
anſwer; and, after an unſucceſsful viſit at 
Mi e We . lent — . 


A We 


Condit fret Honover-ſpuare 12 + March, 1796: ; 
In See of the intimation in my her of | 
you yeſterday morning; but I had not he good for- 


'1 have received a letter from Mr. Harris, which. 
If I do : 


eluctantl 


— | 


FG 


uQant 8 that you likewiſe are averſe 
from any accommodation whatever. 
III have the honor to be, Sir, Hoey | 
1 Vour moſt en _—_ Servant, 

* | N. STEEL. 


FI: N "TY "4 


W B. leiden. Ele. M. p. 0 'Se. 


OE Steel to this received no anſwer. 

Mx. Steel had likewiſe. appriſed Mr. 
3 By letter, that. the application to 
| Parliament was only for a ſummer thea- 
tte. He, however, wrote ow" to Mr. 


Harris the nt letter. i I 


\ Conduit re, Hanover: ſquare, March 85 101 
Sin, 6 : 
# HAD the pier of ele to vous in a re- 
cem letter, the object of the petitions for the Royalty 
Theatre; and I did hope, that, when you found our 
utmoſt wiſhes extended to a ſummer ſeaſon, you 
would have thought that ſo diſtant a cheatre at that 
ſeaſon of the year would not affect your property in 
Covent-Garden. But, as I have underſtood from 
Me. Sugalbau, that you agree with him in the ne- 
eeley of an oppoſition, I truſt you vill excuſe me for 
reviving che ſubje c, Ne are gt J 
= the very great jutereſt I have-atuſtake. © 14) + 
| . have. offered. that you and Mx, dat 
| hould name the limitation of our ſummer - ſeaſon, 
* as” 0 de perfectly elear of your concerns. But, 7 


. * * 


| 


E 1 
As that offer could not be accepted; while you diſap- 
proved of our application at all, I think it a duty which | 
Lowe to the petitioners explicitly to declare the pe- 
riod, during which a theatre is prayed for at the | 
\ Eaſtern extremity of the metropolis. We aſk then, 
Bir, for four ſummer months; and thoſe are the 
months in which the winter theatres are unemployed.” 
Hence we hope vou will feel that the Prote᷑tion of 
I Jour dn intereſt will” not dictate to oppoſe us. 
I I will, however, go yet further: I will enter into 
an engagement for myſelf and my aſſigns, in any form 
and under any penalty, that the Royalty Theatre 
ſhall never be employed otherwiſe than as a mere 
ſummer theatre for four months. And I wiſh to be 
__ underſtood as willing to bind myſelf to this in the moſt - 
_ unequivocal manner, in order to prevent the poſſibi- 
lity of any future application for à longer or Goren 
ſeaſon than that which is now declared. SSI 
Is am the unwilling proprietor, Sir, of the Royalty 
Theatre; I muſt endeavour to ſecure that property 
by all honourable means: If, therefore, no conceſſion 
on the part of the proprietary in Well Street, will be 
accepted by the patentees of the winter theatres, and 
an oppoſition, apparently without reaſon, be reſolved 
on, ſuch intereſt as I, an obſcure individual can make, 
I muſt; I muſt addreſs myſelf to the impartial and 
|  vhEonncHted members .of the Houſe of Commons, 
and lay the grounds of our petition before the- public. 
This is a method, unpleaſant and W bor ijt 
will be then unavoidable. 5 | : 
+ WR 
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t -permiſl on to wait on you on Tueflay 
worming, to know your final determination ; which 
hope will, o on reconkideration, Sg with the 


 Viſhexoft the petitioners. Ts 
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4 have the oe to be, Ay*tp1 
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10 which, « on 7 lith. Mr. Steel re- 
rived the Mm ſy 


COPS 
| 2 Won en . cara. T; e March 19, 17 94 
a 13 re 
Ly _— ee your e the 8h 1 I am 
dedrd by the Proprietors, Mortgagees, Renters, and 
others concern'd in ihis Theatre, to acquaint you, 
chat they have unanimouſly reſolv'd, that, in order ö 
to prevent the certain ruin of this property, they 
"are under the neceſſity oF oppoſing, to the utmoſt 
of their power, the eſtabliſhment of any more Thea- 
tres in the cnc London and of Veſounker, = 
nn eren A 
Your * obedient Servant, 
| N. B. 9 — conſequence of the above refalution, 1 
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* Ghall not * che e honour of ſeeing you o. motto. 
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"The petitioners now it n ce 
+8 why are the Patent Theatres. to be tp- 
rally ruined, if the Royalty Theatre be 
open, while they are ſhut? They with 
equal confidence aſk, how are they to be 
in the leaſe injured; ? Why have not this ex- 
pected ruin and injury been accompliſhed 
by the fummer exiſtence of Mr. Colman's 
theatre ſince the year 1766? Or, why mult 
one more ſummer theatreinfallibly produce | 
this direful ruin and combuſtion? Sure 
IF the fears of Mr. Sheridan and Mr. Har- | 
ris are not to be received, as the hoſtulates | 
B mathematics, without proof? And it is 
ry. difficult to trace the ſmalleſt real | 
grand for. theſe fears. | 
Something indeed might have. remained, \ 
8 to have raiſed this fabric of 
timidity, if Mr. Steel had not offered; un- 
. equivocally to guarantee, that the fum- 
mer ſeaſon of four months ſhould never 
be extended, or departed from; and this 
Mr. Steel had it fully in his power to do, 
for the trifling term of two hundred and 
: ninety-one years, which. is the remainder 
of his te rm in the Royalty Theatre. 
1 ſeems, therefore, quite clear, that direct- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 


. is} 

hot be injured. How then might this 

happen lateral) ? it was hinted to 
Me. Steel by Mr. Sheridan, that he by 
no means liked to encourage the ſpecula- 
tion of firit gs theatres, and then 
| feeking for an authority under which 
they might be dye and he inſtan- 
ted the recent rebuilding of the Panthebn 
in a complete tleatric ſhape, although 
there exiſted no authority for opening it: 
and that, if this application were ſucceſs- 
ful, it might give hopes to the h 

ney to attempt the ſame. 
Te 0 this mode of reaſoning, Ady * 
replied, that if fifty ſummer theatres were 
ned, they could not poſhblyjalfect the 
winter ones : but that, when arjmpplacation ” 
is made' for a third theatre in the winter, 
then will be the proper time for the wine 
ter proprietors! to urge their beſt -arga- 
ments, and uſe their beſt influence. When: > 
areal competitor is likely to ariſe, boy 
would be as unjuſt to themſelves not to. 
| oppoſe, as they ſeem” now to be withoud x 
excuſe for perſiſting in their hoſtility. 


To guard ry any collateral / injury, 
by a en e e 2 bn n e 
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K N NO 32 
Weir Were * the '8th of March: * 
2 furely, whether directly or collaterally | 
conſidered;: the oppofition of this" cups 
e n e . Ar on. 4 
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"© We will'r now ; conſider the brate in | 
Jury to Mr. Colman: "X e 
It ſhouid be dnndekficgd that; im: he 
year 1738, four! theatres exiſted:; Drury; 
lane, Covent-garden, the little: Thea“ 
tre in the Hay- market, and that of Mr. 
_ Giffard, in Goodman's-fielda, The alt of 
10th Geo. II. left every theatre but Drury 
lane and Covent- garden, without an au- 
thority for their performances: and, there- 
fore, thoſe of Goodman s- fields and the | 
Hay «market were neceffarily hut. In 
the year 1765, however, the little The- 
atre in the Haymarket was permitted to 
proceed, under a patent for the life of 
the late Mr. Foote. With him died that 
patent, and Mr. Colman's property now de. 
pends upon the countenance of the Lord 
Chamberlain of his Majeſty's houſehold. 
Mr. Colman's Theatre is, rates. 
merely permiſſive, not permanent; Which 
however, en ind 2 been e of 
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Og Enicnee: $0 the: weſtern. part: of. hes 
town in the ſummer. ſeaſon, ough 
in fairneſs, to be prejudiced by 1 other 
eſtabliſhments, rig eng 
Let it be remembered, that Mr. Col. 8 
mans property is nearly four: miles diſ- 
tant from the Royalty Theatre; and chat 
id is a houſe of very ſmali dhacaſfions; . yon 
When it is ted that Wapping, . 3 | 
houſe, Shachrell, Poplar, Blackwall, Miles 
nd, Stepney, Bow, Hackney, Stratford, 
are the places whence the Royalty The- 
atre muſt expect to collect its conſtant au- 
diences, what rational fears can be enters. 
tained of its interference with Mr./ Col. 
man's 5 The city of Weſtmin er | 
fully adequate to the ſupport g one ſmall f 
theatre; which is, in return, only ſuffici - 
entiy capacious for Weſtminſter and its ſur 
burbs: The weſtern extreme will no more 
come down to the Royalty Theatre, than 
me eaſtern extreme gojive, fix, and even 
miles to Mr. Colman's. But, if they did. 
where . would Mr. Colman feat them? 
Thoſe whom affection to their Sovereign 
| haye occaſionally drawn from the extremes 


of London. to the 6 eee have 5 


— 


[08-4 
turned in crowds, "diſappointed and u az 
ene 7 | 


When it 1s FER —— ei the iter 
eſts of Drury-lane and Covent-gardencould 


not, and that thoſe the Haymarket, 


in all likelihqod and fair concluſion, would 
not, be affected by a ſummer grant to the 
Royalty Theatre, the queſtion again re- 
turns to, and. peſts wholly upon, the po- 
licy of the meaſure ; would it, or would 
it not be expedient to place a theatre at the 


eaſtern extreme of the city of London, to 


be opened for four months in the ſummer? 
The preſent age is too enlightened, and 
the utility of well regulated theatres is 
too well underſtood, to render a laborious 
. * this Point neceſſary. 


The oreceding facts and concl a are 


moſt reſpectfully ſubmitted to the conſi- 
deration of the Parliament of Great Bri: 
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